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Innovative Tutoring Program To Launch In Ivanhoe Neighborhood

Through a collaborative agreement with the University of Missouri-Kansas City, Swope Community Builders and the Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council, Learning | Knowledge | Culture (L|K|C) Inc. will develop Ivanhoe House, an innovative tutoring program that serves urban core youth. Ivanhoe House will officially open to students in the first quarter of 2006.

Ivanhoe House is a program that connects middle school-aged youth and their families with college student tutors in an effort to empower youth to complete post-secondary educational programs. The project renovates an urban core, multi-family property that serves as housing for the college students. The college students will make a two-year commitment to engage families surrounding the property and to serve as tutors. The arrangement will create a more accessible and relevant supply of community-based tutors.

Swope Community Builders, one of the area’s premier community development corporations, will renovate the multi-family housing development at 37th and Garfield, creating the new site for the project. UMKC will provide technical expertise in the program’s design and will serve as the primary pipeline for the residential student mentors. Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council, as one of Kansas City's oldest and most innovative neighborhood associations, is an experienced and potent grassroots partner in bringing this concept to fruition in the community.

The mission of Learning | Knowledge | Culture is to promote a culture of learning and knowledge development in the urban core. Ivanhoe House is a prototype of what L|K|C anticipates replicating in twenty other locations throughout Kansas City's urban core. L|K|C is a spin-off of the Chapel West Group. For more information, please contact Airick Leonard West at west@chapelwestgroup.com.
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