STEPHANIE WATERMAN TENNIS ARENA

PROJECT BRIEF

ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTION

The mission of the Stephanie Waterman Foundation is to provide a better future for inner-city youth. This is accomplished by providing training in tennis, character development and academic tutoring. The organization works with disadvantaged inner-city youth ages 7-18 to improve their physical, intellectual and social skills. Programming includes tennis lessons, regular tutoring and testing, and meeting with mentors. Youth are encouraged to enhance their tennis abilities while pursing collegiate opportunities. 

The effort that the Stephanie Waterman Foundation has expended has taken hold and produced excellence in many of our youth. Now, flush from the successes of 15 years, the need has arisen for a permanent home. This document describes the vision of a public, indoor, world-class facility to be that home.
PROJECT VISION

Building a tennis arena will dramatically increase the number of youth that are to participate in the tennis training and academic programming provided by the foundation. In a community where our youth are struggling academically and socially, it is entirely proper that we allocate resources towards a vision that will aid them.

The community facility that we seek to build will have twelve tournament-ready, hard surfaced tennis courts. It will have half a dozen classrooms for tutoring. It will have a café and tennis pro shop. And it will be located in the beautiful and accessible Martin Luther King Jr. Park at Brush Creek and Bruce R. Watkins Drive.

Once constructed, this magnificent facility will not only play home to the work of the foundation, but will also serve as a:

- Community center for the surrounding neighborhoods

- Tournament facility for the USTA, WTT, Rockhurst, UMKC and regional tennis organizations

- Catalyst for economic development and growth east of Troost and along Brush Creek

- Source of employment and recreation for community residents

FOUNDATION CLIENT PROFILE

The primary beneficiaries of this facility will be the families and youth in the surrounding communities. Of these families, 32% live below the poverty level. Of youth under the age of five, 56% live below the poverty level. Of these between six and seventeen, 39% live below the poverty level. The median family income in this community is $23,537 per year. Ninety-seven percent of the neighborhood residents are African-American. Many of these children live with extended families or in extended family structures. A full third of neighboring households have no vehicle. Between 1990 and 2000, the adult population of this community declined by 17%. During that same period, however, the population of youth age five to seventeen increased (by 2.5%) as did school enrollment (by 17%).  Only 6% of adult residents have a college degree.

POTENTIAL FUNDING & SUPPORT SOURCES

	- Stephanie Waterman Foundation

- Brush Creek Community Partners

- Local Initiatives Support Corporation

- Front Porch Alliance 
	- Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council 

- Blue Hills Neighborhood

- KCMO Parks & Recreation

- regional family foundations


FUNDRAISING GOALS

o $25,000,000 Capital Campaign

o $5,000,000 Endowment Campaign

FACILITY REQUIREMENTS
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INTERIOR

- See sample floor plan layouts to the right

- Court details

o number of courts (min/max): 10/15

o court size: 60ft x 120ft plus 10ft buffer space

o number of backboards (min/max): 2/6

- Arena details

o number of seats (min/max): 400/600

o wall/window/ceiling/something can retract/open/slide for fresh air

o spectacular view of brush creek from seating

o game play viewable from hotel

o private boxes (min/max): 4/8

o private box size in sq. ft. (min/max): 150/500

- Classroom details

o number of classrooms (min/max): 3/6
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o size in sq. ft. (min/max): 300/500

- Fitness center details

o glassed-in overlooking court area

o size in sq. ft. (min/max): 500/1500

- Pro shop / Café

o size in sq. ft. (min/max): 500/1500

EXTERIOR

- See sample site layout below

- Height (min/max): 40ft/50ft

- Parking spaces (min/max): 100/170
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For further information, please contact Airick Leonard West at airick@airick.com or 913.481.7779. 

Further information about the foundation can be found on our: website: http://www.watermantennis.org


